Employment expansion continued in 2017
Total nonfarm employment reached a peak of 138. 4 
Hurricane impacts
Hurricanes, as well as other severe weather events, can affect CES employment and hours. Weather factored into monthly employment changes during 2017. Two major hurricanes, Harvey and Irma, affected nonfarm employment. Hurricane Harvey hit the southern coast of Texas during late August. Soon after, in early September, during the CES reference period, Hurricane Irma ran a path through most of Florida.
The CES survey form instructs respondents to include all employees who worked or received pay for any part of the pay period that includes the 12th of the month. 2 A temporary business closure can affect hours without 4 affecting employment if employees are not paid for the hours missed. If an employer pays its employees for time missed during the entire closure, there should be no effect on employment or hours.
Given these insights, total nonfarm employment was essentially unchanged in September, increasing by only 14,000, far below the average over-the-month increase of 182,000 during 2017. Leisure and hospitality lost 75,000 jobs in September, while several other industries, including professional and business services (+27,000) and manufacturing (+6,000), experienced below-average employment increases. In October, total nonfarm employment, led by gains in leisure and hospitality (+110,000), rebounded with a 271,000 increase.
(See figure 3.)
Economic indicators during 2017
A usual set of economic indicators serves as a barometer of economic activity. During 2017, most indicators for the general economy were positive. Real gross domestic product grew at an annual rate of 2.5 percent, faster than the 1.8-percent growth in 2016. 3 Personal consumption expenditures, increasing by 2.8 percent in 2017, spurred growth, while health-care consumption decelerated to 2.5 percent, down from 4.1 percent in 2016.
Industrial production rose by 3.4 percent in 2017, far exceeding its advance in the previous year. 4 The federal funds rate of the Federal Reserve rose to 1.42 percent at the end of 2017, more than double the 0.66-percent rate at the end of 2016. 5 Inflation was relatively stable, with the CPI-U rising 2.1 percent in 2017, matching its 2016 increase. 6 On the last day of 2017, the price of West Texas Intermediate crude oil was $60.46 per barrel, 12.5 percent higher than it was on the last day of 2016. 7 All exports of goods and services rose by 5.9 percent in 2017, after decreasing by 2.2 percent in 2016. 8 Exports of goods rose by 7.0 percent in 2017, compared with a 3.4-percent decrease in 2016. The growth in exports of goods coincided with a rebound in durable goods manufacturing employment. Table 1 percent in 2017, about half the gain in 2016, but continued the momentum from the last 2 months of that year. 9 The Business Confidence Index for the United States rose 0.9 percent, also continuing the momentum from the 
Composition of employment growth in 2017
Although overall employment growth in 2017 was similar to that in 2016, many trends by industry sector diverged between the 2 years. In 2017, the largest job gains occurred in private education and health services and in professional and business services, with each of these industries gaining 458,000 jobs. Information experienced the largest employment loss, shedding 36,000 jobs. Within manufacturing, durable goods led job gains in 2017. Figure 6 shows the annual employment change for durable and nondurable goods over the past 5 years. 
